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Deadlock 
"What profit has man of all his labour wherein he laboureth under 

the sun? One generation passeth away, and another generation 

cometh; but the earth abideth forever. . . . The sun also ariseth, and 

the sun goeth down, and hasteth to the place where he arose." 

.Ecclesiastes 

 

“Deprive the average human being of his life-lie, and you rob 

Him of his happiness.”- Henrik Ibsen 

 

Rationale of the Play:  

It is commonly understood that the journey of mankind through 

time and space has been primarily governed by need and instinct. 

The entire rhetoric of development and progress is propagated 

and legitimised under the garb of need and necessity. A closer 

examination of human civilisation as it stands today reveals far 

more subtle and complex forces at work in many social 

institutions. Descartes assertion 'I think, therefore I am' holds a 
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crucial key to comprehending the complexities of modern civilisation. The world around us, 

the world that we have constructed is not just about our basic needs. It is more of a product 

of what we have thought and what we think and these thoughts have never been entirely 

harmonious, in fact their sources have been oppositional in nature. On one side the desire 

to make life easier, safer and better for mankind and on the other the desire to enslave and 

exploit nature, to homogenise human societies and to subjugate them to rule have 

governed our civilisations. 

Industrial revolution turned out to be one of major landmark in the history of modern 

civilisation. Most of the blessings and the curses of modern civilisation have their roots in 

industrial revolution that has moved on rapidly and has acquired an unprecedented 

momentum in this era of globalisation. The world has become a much closer space where 

one space resembles another what T.S. Eliot called ‘Unreal city’, New York, Paris, London or 

Mumbai resemble similar concrete jungles. While the world constructed by mankind grows 

in size and magnitude humanity shrinks reducing individuals to mere cogs in the giant

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wheel of the Metropolises. Ironically the instruments that mankind created to enslave the 

world appear to have enslaved mankind in turn. 
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Urbanisation, mechanisation and technology have created a virtual world where human 

societies in social institution appear to be closer than ever before but in reality this illusion 

of nearness has created huge distances and threatening vacuums at all levels of human 

relationships. It is no longer about our basic needs it is more about the needs created 

artificially by Capitalism driven Consumerism. We apparently have a freedom to choose but 

we don’t have the freedom to ‘not to choose.’ Caught up in the trap humanity is fast losing 

its identity. The mad race for materialistic acquisitions has taken a heavy toll on 

individuals, families and societies. Locked up in ‘self-prisons’ we are fast losing our ability 

to reach out and connect with others. Fast disintegrating relationships, families and 

societies are its 

outcome. We seem to 

be engulfed in an all 

pervasive darkness 

and blankness groping 

our ways in the 

endless caverns of 

illusory ambitions and 

desires. 

In every era and in 

every society there 

have been people for whom the reality of the world around them was too much to bear and 

they found different escapes in arts, in bohemianism, in spiritualism and in other countless 

modes. This escapism has come to its peak in the contemporary world. It is no longer the 

question of a few individuals seeking escape but the whole world appears to be in a great 

rush to escape from the physical into the virtual world. What we see as escape is the 

ultimate prison we have created for ourselves, the deadlock that apparently offers 

countless paths but paths that lead nowhere except to themselves.                                      

The biggest question we face today is to find a way out of this deadlock and its frightening 

tentacles. It has pushed us into aphasia where words remain stuck in our throats and never 
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find their way out. The survival of humanity depends upon the fact that our words find 

their way out into expression, into the establishment of dialogue. The blankness that 

engulfs us from within an outside can only be countered through speaking out and through 

reaching out to the others around us. Continual dialogue is that essential bridge that can 

take us across divides, across the wide blank spaces that have emerged within individuals, 

families and societies. Through dialogue we may successfully ensure the creation of an 

environment and a space where healthy societies may thrive right from small villages and 

hamlets to towns, cities and metropolises.  

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kflCbORVlH4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6WbGbEaHV_0
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